
 
**FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE** 

FORMER COUNTY LEGISLATURE LEADERS TO SPEAK AT WOMEN’S 
GROUP KICK-OFF 
Barbara Mink, former Chair of the Tompkins County Legislature, and Nancy 
Bargar, former Majority Leader of the Chautauqua County Legislature, will speak 
next Friday, September 27 at the launch of Democratic Women of the 
Southern Tier and Finger Lakes in Corning, NY.  

Men and women from 13 counties across the region have registered to attend the 
Kick Off conference of the new organization. The group is dedicated to helping 
more women find ways to join in the local political process, and engages women 
and men from rural counties in identifying and training women activists, 
candidates, and office-holders.   

Barbara Mink is a member of the faculty at Cornell’s Johnson Graduate School 
of Management, where she teaches courses in intercultural communication and 
persuasive speaking. The title of her talk for the upcoming conference is, 
“Leadership Speaks: Finding Your Voice in Politics.” 

Mink was a Tompkins County Legislator from 1989 to 2001, where she served as 
Chair of the Legislature for five consecutive years and chaired the Industrial 
Development Agency and the Tompkins County Area Development Corporation.  
Prior to that, she was News Director and morning anchor for WHCU AM-FM radio 
station. In addition to her political and business affiliations, Mink is an artist and 
active painter, and was the founder and artistic director of the “Light In Winter 
Festival of Science and Art,” a nationally-recognized annual festival.   

Nancy Bargar has been a trailblazer for Democratic women for many years. 
Bargar ran for New York State Senate in a tight race that was ultimately decided 
by a recount of absentee ballots. Prior to that, she was elected to the 
Chautauqua County Legislature in 1991, in an incoming class that included the 
first two Democratic women ever elected to that body. In 1996, Bargar was the 
first woman from Chautauqua County to be a delegate to the Democratic National 
Convention. Bargar then served as Majority Leader of the Chautauqua County 
Legislature from 1997 to 2001. She remains active in encouraging Democratic 
women to run for office, despite odds that can be daunting in predominantly 
Republican districts. 

At the conference, Bargar will lead a discussion about ways that women already 
participate in their communities through activist or educational group 
engagement, and how that can lead to political service. 

Democratic Women does not endorse or raise funds for candidates. The 
group’s mission is to reach into local communities to find women with an interest 



in local concerns, and provide a first-stop source of training and information for 
potential candidates and office-holders.  The group welcomes as members any 
Democratic men and women who support electing well-qualified Democratic 
women to office in the Southern Tier and Finger Lakes regions of New York 
State.  

Democratic Women has launched a website to provide information for potential 
candidates, and lists women running on the Democratic line for any race in the 
region.  The group encourages anyone with information about candidates who 
should be included to get in touch. The web address is www.demwomenstfl.com. 
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