
**FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE** 

NEW DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S GROUP KICKS OFF 

Women and men from across New York’s Southern Tier and Finger Lakes are 
banding together in advance of the November 2013 election season to launch a 
new organization dedicated to helping more women find ways to join in the local 
political process. 

The independent, grassroots group, Democratic Women of the Southern Tier 
and Finger Lakes, engages women and men from rural counties in identifying 
and training women activists, candidates, and office-holders.  Democratic 
Women will formally kick off on September 27, in Corning, NY with an 
afternoon of training and networking, followed by a dinner celebrating women’s 
activism.  The group convened for the first time on June 27 at the Southeast 
Steuben County Library. Men and women from Allegany, Chautauqua, Chemung, 
Steuben, Tioga, Tompkins, Schuyler, and Yates counties met for a lively and 
instructive conversation about challenges and opportunities for women in 
politics.  

“With so much news about women as a key voter ‘bloc’ in 2012, yet knowing that 
women actually have varied interests and don’t hold elected office as often as 
men do, we thought we should find out what the statistics actually are,”  said 
Leslie Danks Burke, President of Democratic Women. 

 

The group has begun a comprehensive, multi-county analysis of the rates at 
which women hold elected office. The group is reviewing every local elected 
position, such as Village Trustee, Tax Collector, Town Board Member, County 
Legislator, Sheriff, and others in a thirteen-county area.  Women hold an average 
of 22% to 29% of the elected offices in the Finger Lakes and Southern Tier 
counties surveyed to date.  Only one county in the area surveyed (Tompkins, at 
42% women officeholders), is within even 10 points of the general population 
breakdown of 51.5% female and 48.5% male.  

In many local races, no Democrat is running at all, and Republican candidates 
regularly run unopposed.  For example, Steuben County will vote on 196 local 
elected positions in 2013. So far, there is no candidate running on the 
Democratic line in 175 of those races, with filings due by September 17, 2013. 
“Encouraging Democratic women to run and providing them with tools to win can 
bring the ranks of elected women in line with the general population,” said 
Joseph Welch, Democratic Election Commissioner in Steuben County, and 
Chairman of the City of Corning Democratic Committee.  

Democratic Women will not endorse or raise funds for candidates. Its mission is 



to reach into local communities to find women with an interest in local concerns, 
and provide a first-stop source of training and information for potential candidates 
and office-holders.  The group welcomes as members any Democratic men and 
women who support electing well-qualified Democratic women to office in the 
Southern Tier and Finger Lakes regions of New York State.  

Democratic Women has launched a website designed to provide information for 
potential candidates, and lists women running on the Democratic line for any race 
in the region.  The group encourages anyone with information about candidates 
who should be included, to get in touch. The web address is 
www.demwomenstfl.com. 
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